APA 7th edition


Intro to APA 7
This handout shares APA 7th edition Reference page source examples. It does not cover everything – if you need more help, consult the WGU writing center for assistance APA Publication Manual 7th edition (located in the writing center at https://cm.wgu.edu/t5/Writing-Center-Knowledge-Base/I-Need-Help-with-APA-7th-Edition-Style/ta-p/33524) or visit the APA’s website (www.apastyle.org), the Purdue OWL (owl.purdue.edu/owl).
APA 7 requires you to find citation elements for your resources. The APA has split these citation elements into four different categories:
1. Author
2. Date
3. Title
4. Source information
The “source information” category requires two pieces of information: the URL/DOI (when available) and the publisher/“greater whole” information.

What is “Source Information”?
The APA requires two pieces of information in the “source information” section of your citation: the URL/DOI (when available) and the publisher/“greater whole” information.
APA reference entries for online sources need to include either DOIs or URLs. DOIs are most often used for journal articles. DOI stands for digital object identifier. The purpose of a DOI is to provide a persistent link to the source’s online location. DOIs are usually found on the first page of a journal article, near the copyright notice. They usually start with https://doi.org/xxxxx or “DOI:” following by a string of numbers and letters.
If you cannot locate a DOI, then include a URL (uniform resource locator) to the item. URLs should lead directly to the resource whenever possible. However, do not include a library database URL because library-provided resources often require a password login.

· Confused? Ask the WGU writing center for help finding DOIs and URLs.

The publisher/“greater whole” information first requires you to determine the type of resource you have. Resources can fall into one of two categories: resources that stand alone or resources that are part of a greater whole. An example of a resource that is part of a greater whole would be an article (part) in a journal (greater whole). 
For a resource that stands alone (like a whole book or eBook), you put the publisher’s information in the "source information" section. When you are creating a citation for a resource that is part of a greater whole, the source information will be that greater whole. For example, the "source" information for a journal article (article=part, journal= greater whole) would be the journal's information: the journal title, volume number, issue number, and page range.

· Confused? Ask a librarian for help finding source information.
APA Reference Citation Examples
	Periodicals
Periodicals are items published on a regular basis (periodically) and include peer-reviewed journals, trade journals, magazines, and newspapers. A reference entry for a periodical is set up like so:
	Author
	Date
	Title
	Source

	
	
	
	Periodical information
	DOI or URL

	Author, A. A., & Author, B. B.
Name of Group.
Author, C. C. [username].
Username.
	(2020).
(2020, January).
(2020, February 16).
	Title of article.
	Title of Periodical, 34(2), 5-14.
Title of Periodical, 2(1-2), Article 12.
Title of Periodical.

	https://doi.org/xxxx
https://xxxxx

	American Psychological Association, 2020, p. 316.




	Peer-reviewed journal article (online, DOI number)
	Apardian, R. E., & Reid, N. (2020). Going out for a pint: Exploring the relationship between craft brewery locations and neighborhood walkability. Papers in Applied Geography, 6(1), 1-16. https://doi.org/10.1080/23754931.2019.1699151

	Peer-reviewed journal article (print, or online from database without DOI)
	Sisik, A., & Erdem, H. (2019). Effect of trocar site bupivacaine administration, time of first passage of flatus, and duration of the surgery on postoperative pain after sleeve gastrectomy: A case control study. Obesity Surgery, 29(2), 444–450. 
Note: When a DOI is not available, cite the online article like a print article. Do not include a library database name or database URL.

	Magazine article (online from publisher)
	Pinsker, J. (2020, January 27). When does someone become “old”? The Atlantic. https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2020/01/old-people-older-elderly-middle-age/605590/

	Magazine article (print, or online from database)
	Schumer, L. (2020). Is your dog’s food safe? Prevention, 72(1), 90–91.
Note: Do not include a library database name or database URL.

	Newspaper article 
(online)
	Clifford, S. (2011, December 28). Training a cat to walk on a leash. The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/29/garden/training-a-cat-to-walk-on-a-leash.html

	Opposing Viewpoints article 
(online)
	Magee, B. (2016). The private prison system is dysfunctional and cruel. In J. Lasky (Ed.), Opposing Viewpoints. America's Prisons. Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press. (Reprinted from “The Greed of Private Prisons,” 2012, August, American Humanist Association)
Note: Do not include a period after the reprint/republished parenthetical.




	Books, ebooks, and Reference Works
Print books and ebooks include authored and edited books, and anthologies. Reference works include dictionaries and encyclopedias (including Wikipedia and sources from CCC Library’s database Gale Virtual Reference Library / Gale eBooks). You do not need to include the ebook format, platform, or device (e.g., Kindle).
	Author or editor
	Date
	Title
	Source

	
	
	
	Publisher information
	DOI or URL

	Author, A. A., & Author, B. B.
Name of Group.
Editor, E. E. (Ed.). 
Editor, E. E., & Editor, F. F. (Eds.).
	(2020).
	Title of book.
Title of book (2nd ed., Vol. 4).
Title of book [Audiobook].
Title of book (E. E. Editor, Ed.).
	Publisher Name.
First Publisher Name; Second Publisher Name.

	https://doi.org/xxxx
https://xxxxx

	Adapted from American Psychological Association, 2020, p. 321.




	Book
(print, or ebook from database)
	Shotton, M. A. (2016). Computer addiction? A study of computer dependency. Taylor & Francis.

	ebook
(online, DOI number)
	Brown, L. S. (2018). Feminist therapy (2nd ed.). American Psychological Association. https://doi.org/10/1037/0000092-000

	Chapter in edited book (print, or ebook from database)
	Weinstock, R., Leong, G. B., & Silva, A. (2003). Defining forensic psychiatry: Roles and responsibilities. In R. Rosner (Ed.), Principles and practice of forensic psychiatry (2nd ed., pp. 7-13). CRC Press.

	Chapter in encyclopedia (print, or online from database)
	Afterlife: Jewish concepts. (2005). In L. Jones (Ed.), Encyclopedia of religion (2nd ed., Vol. 1, pp.152-6). Thompson Gale.
Note: When the author is unknown, the title moves to the author position in the reference list entry.

	Encyclopedia (article 
online)
	Kraut, R. (2018). Aristotle's ethics. In E. N. Zalta (Ed.), The Stanford encyclopedia of philosophy (Summer 2018 ed.). Stanford University. https://plato.stanford.edu/
archives/sum2018/entries/aristotle-ethics



	Webpages and Websites
If you cite multiple webpages from one website, create a reference entry for each webpage. Provide the most specific date possible (which is not necessarily the copyright date on the bottom on the page). For webpages without dates, write (n.d.), which stands for no date. If you reference an entire website, include its name in-text followed by its URL in parentheses - no reference page entry needed.
	Author
	Date
	Title
	Source

	
	
	
	Website name
	URL

	Author, A. A., & Author, B. B.
Name of Group.
	(2020).
(n.d.).
	Title of work.
	Site Name.
	https://xxxxx

	Adapted from American Psychological Association, 2020, p. 351.




	Webpage 
(on a news site)
	Munroe, T., & Xu, M. (2020, January 27). China vows to beat “devil” virus as countries rush to evacuate citizens. Reuters. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-health/china-vows-to-beat-devil-virus-as-countries-rush-to-evacuate-citizens-idUSKBN1ZR0CF

	Webpage
(group author)
	Western Governors University Library. (2020, March 11). Translate your topic into a search. WGU Library. https://wgu.libguides.com/library/home

	Webpage
(individual author)
	Bauer, B. A. (2018, December 20). CBD: Safe and effective? Mayo Clinic. https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/consumer-health/expert-answers/is-cbd-safe-and-effective/faq-20446700


	Other Frequently-Used Online Sources

	Blog post
	dr. dolittle. (2017, September 28).  Pigeons outperform humans when it comes to multitasking. ScienceBlogs.  https://scienceblogs.com/lifelines/2017/09/29/
pigeons-outperform-humans-when-it-comes-to-multitasking

	Infographic
	Purdue University Global. (2019, May 17). The college student’s guide to stress management [Infographic]. Purdue University. https://www.purdueglobal.edu/blog/student-life/college-students-guide-to-stress-management-infographic/

	Podcast
(episode)
	Greenfieldboyce, N. (Host). (2014, May 15).  Why this octopus isn’t stuck up [Audio podcast episode]. In All things considered. NPR. http://www.
npr.org/2014/05/15/312575546/why-this-octopus- isnt-stuck-up

	PowerPoint slides
	Romer, R., & Leavitt, M., Gerringer, J. (2012). Welcome to the 15th anniversary of Western Governors University [PowerPoint slides]. Pdf.  https://archive.wgu.edu/system/files/artifact-files/20120713%20-%2015th%20Anniversary%20Presentation.pdf

	Streaming video
(YouTube)
	Frank, H. J. [zefrank1]. (2020, January 17). True facts: The ostrich [Video]. YouTube. https://youtu.be/1YTeasbvJ2E

	TED Talk
	Brown, B. (2010, June). The power of vulnerability [Video]. TEDxHouston. https://www.ted.com/talks/brene_brown_the_power_of_vulnerability



In-text Citations
Citations have two parts: in-text citations within your paper and complete citations at the end of your paper (your References page). Make sure everything you cite in-text is included on your References page. In-text citations usually include the author's last name, year of publication, and page numbers for direct quotes. Below are some examples of how to cite a source in-text – pay attention to the different options available! Check out chapter 8 of the APA Publication Manual for more examples.

	Author type
	Parenthetical citation
	Narrative citation

	
	
	

	One author
	(Luna, 2020)
	Luna (2020)

	Two authors
	(Salas & D’Agostino, 2020)
	Salas and D’Agostino (2020)

	Three or more authors
	(Martin et al., 2020)
	Martin et al. (2020)

	Group author with abbreviation
First citation
Subsequent citations
	(National Institute of Mental Health [NIMH], 2020)
(NIMH, 2020)
	National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH, 2020)
NIMH (2020)

	Group author without abbreviation
	(Stanford University, 2020)
	Stanford University (2020)


American Psychological Association, 2020, p. 266.
· You can abbreviate well-known group authors, such as the American Psychological Association (APA) or Western Governors University (WGU). Use the “full name of the group on first mention in the text” and the abbreviation later on; this works for both narrative and parenthetical in-text citations (APA, 2020, p. 268).
· When paraphrasing someone’s idea or thought, give credit to the author with a parenthetical in-text citation located inside the period at the end of the sentence (Ihrke & DeWaay, 2020).  
· Littlefield (2020) also explained that you can include an in-text narrative citation when paraphrasing someone’s idea or thought. 
· When including a direct quotation from a source, include the author’s last name, year, and page number in: “Times were the most difficult when our family went without government support” (Anderson, 2019, p. 451).
· If using a source with no given author, cite the source title instead.  According to the recently-published report Living in Near Poverty in the United States, poverty levels have remained stable in the United States (U.S. Census Bureau, 2014).
How often do you need to cite a source in-text? 
Any time you use outside information in your paper, it must be (1) properly cited in-text and (2) listed on the References page. This means you need to recreate your in-text citations as many times as you reference the resource (one entry on your References page will do. Failure to correctly do both constitutes plagiarism (Pesznecker, 2020). Here is a block quotation (40 words or more, direct quote) with a parenthetical citation:
By "each sentence must be cited," we mean exactly that. Every sentence that contains the source must be clearly identified. If it isn't, the reader is left to assume that the sentence is in the writer's words – and since it wouldn't be, that would constitute plagiarism. Also, people often think that placing a citation at the end of a paragraph "cites" everything in the paragraph. This is not true. Every sentence must be individually cited / identified (Pesznecker, 2020).
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